KOENIGIA ISLANDICA (POLYGON ACE AE) NEW FOR UTAH 
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Koenigia island ica L. is a circumpolar species that extends south in North and 
South America, in scattered alpine summits of the Rocky Mountains and the 
Andes (Love & Sarkar 1957; Freeman, unpublished). It occurs in alpine com- 
munities growing in permanently moist gravel or moss, especially around per- 
sistent nival basins near small streams, ponds, and lakes at elevation up to 3800 
m (Freeman, unpublished). Sub-national conservation status has been assessed 
to SI (critically imperiled) in Montana, Wyoming (U.S.A.), Alberta and Manitoba 
(Canada), S2 (imperiled) in Colorado (U.S.A.) and S2S3 in British Columbia, 
Labrador and Newfoundland (Canada). The species is possibly extirpated (SH) 
Irom Ontario, Canada (NatureServe Explorer 2002). 

Voucher specimen: U.S.A. UTAH. Duchesne Co.: Ashley Forest, Uinta Mountains, Uinta drainage, 
Gilbert Bench E ot Gilbert Peak, T5NR4W S24 Nl/2 USM, elevation ca. 3600 m, alpine community, 
growing in a seep, apparently rooted in moss, 9 Aug 2000, S. Goodrich, A. Huber ; F. Bartlett and J. 

Frandsen 26308(5) (BRY, NY). 

Koenigia islandica can be mistaken with seedlings of Epilobium spp. or with 
dwarf plants of Polygonum minimum Small. In the latter case, it can be easily 
distinguished by its opposite or whorled leaves and the flowers with 3 tepals 
and 3 stamens (P. mini mum has alternate leaves and f lowers with 5 tepals and 8 
stamens). 
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